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DFC MAY PROGRAM....
Kelly Meyer is our speaker for the May meeting. 
Great,  I will start with a 10 to 15 minute presentation on the outlook for fishing in the White mountains on select waters
based on our sampling this spring (specifically Carnero, Becker, Lee Valley, Chevelon, Crescent, and Sponseller Lakes).
I will then give a presentation on proposed management for Lakes in the White Mountains and solicit your comments. 
Public input sought on future fisheries management on waters in the White Mountains 
Arizona Game and Fish Department officials are seeking input from the public on proposed goals and management
objectives of waters located in or near the Towns Springerville and Greer. They will discuss angling challenges and
opportunities at West Fork of The Black, South Fork of the Little Colorado River, and Big, Becker, Nelson, Greer, Carnero,
Becker, Lee Valley, Mexican Hay, White Mountain Reservoir, and Crescent Lakes. 
Kelly Meyer, fisheries biologist in the Pinetop office, says, “Some of the recent challenges include poor water quality, lack
of large trout, lack of diverse fishing opportunities, few places where youth can consistently catch fish, and less than
optimum facilities at these waters. However, these challenges are also opportunities that have the chance to be
addressed with proper planning and implementation, and we are asking the public’s help in making management deci-
sions for these waters.” 
Local land managers have already proposed management objectives for the noted waters, using their knowledge of fish
biology and angler preferences at the lakes. Department officials would like the public to make comments on the pro-
posals or suggest alternatives at this meeting.

MAY MEETING:
Wednesday,

May 13, 2009
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp
American Legion Post #2
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.

in Tempe

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

Those that made the outing are just back from Point of Pines. It was windy. Fishing was slow for most
but at least one person reported catching 20 on Saturday. I had the most fun with dry flies before the wind came
up. It was a game of timing. There was a good chance of a take if you could put the fly inside the ring from a ris-
ing trout before the ring dissipated.  You needed to be on the ready to pick it up and put it within a foot of the
rise but have patience to leave the fly sitting in between times for a cruising fish to noticed it. And you know how
much patience a fly fisher has. 

For those that didn’t make it, you missed a great dinner of pulled pork along with all  the sides that people
brought followed by blue berry dump cake out of the Dutch oven along side a scoop or two of ice cream. Thanks
goes to Mark Lucht for doing all the prep work to feed the ravenous crew and both he and Bill for bringing a pile
of wood to keep a good fire going late into the night. 

Put the Ashurst outing on your calendar. While Gary hasn’t planned to provide the meat for the Saturday night
dinner, there should be enough grills, camp stoves and equipment to have a good evening meal with a little coor-
dination among the attendees. Unfortunately, I won’t make it. The Casting for Recovery event is that weekend
and I will be one of three DFCers taking part as a river helper on Sunday. 

Speaking of Casting for Recovery, the club and its members donated $1,610 to the group and has agreed to
provide a rod, reel and line as one of the prizes. Dave Weaver will be wrapping a custom rod for the give away. 
Mike Yavello agreed to host the White Mountain Extravaganza We have reserved the Group site at Winn
Campground for Thursday, Friday and Saturday. There should be more details later in the newsletter if you
haven’t been with the group in years past. 

There have been some changes in the outing plans. There wasn’t enough interest, nor a volunteer to host, the
Lees Ferry trip. We decided to move the Rim outing up to July. It may be on the Rim lakes or at Canyon Creek
depending on the preference of the host. I will be tapping a couple of our Payson members to locate camping to
handle our group and to have the low down on what is working. 

That isn’t to say that a group of DFCers won’t be going to Lees Ferry as an informal outing. If you are inter-
ested ask around and have available dates in mind. Lees Ferry Anglers put out a notice that this is their 20 year
anniversary at the Ferry. It is as good as any excuse I know of to make a trip to congratulate them on all they have
done to help the fishery over the years. 

An outing for August is still being discussed. Mark Donohoo is looking into a something that can combine a
little fishing with some conservation activities. 

We missed having the grill at the last meeting. I haven’t been able to follow up to find what happened but will
make sure we have something available. If the hall can’t provide the grill, we will bring in pizza. Check the web-
site for a post of which it will be. 

That is all for now. Word is that nearly all the roads are open for access to fishing across the state. I want to
hear a few more fishing reports at the meeting. See you then. 

Bob Harrison, DFC President

President’s Drift Bob Harrison • May 2009
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On Wednesday, April 22nd, Mark Lucht and I headed up to
Point of Pines Lake on the San Carlos Apache reservation.
Point of Pines has been our traditional April outing for a number of
years and we were excited about getting away for a few days and
pre-fishing the lake. We arrived late in the day and saw several fish
rising and across the lake. There was also several sightings of local
wild life including turkey, white tail deer, the usual cows. The camp
was empty and
we quickly
chose a good
location to set
up Mark’s toy
hauler and pre-
pared to “rough
it” for a few
days out in
nature. It’s
sometimes sur-
prising how
many comforts
of home can be
brought out to
nature until
you’ve camped with Mark. I’d dare say that it was much more com-
fortable than my first apartment and the full queen bed on the bed

was by far more
relaxing than when I
sleep on at home. The
first night was spent
watching fly fishing
DVDs and just plain
relaxing in the chilly
evening. 

Thursday morning,
we woke up to a dry
fly hatch and I
hooked into a couple
of smaller rainbows
with PMD, Griffith

gnats and a chironomid dropper.  By 9, we were in our float tube
and pontoon on the water and began landing browns and rainbows
on yellow damsel nymphs, and teeny nymphs with intermediate
sink line. The one thing that Mark noticed is that the lake fished a
little differently than in previous years and most of our bites were
just under the surface rather than deeper in the water column. Mark
later switched to floating line and increased his catch, including a
near 2 lbs trout. 

We kicked to the far side of the lake, near the dam when there
was an incident that had me laughing for a good 20 minutes.
Remember the beginning of the movie Top Gun when Maverick
performed the
fly by over the
tower? Now pic-
ture that same
incident with a
Blue Heron
being Maverick
and Mark’s head
being the tower?
The sound of the
jet after burners
that shook the
tower was
replaced by the
voice over of a
god awful sound
from the heron
that could only be described as the war cry of a high pitched, chain
smoker. That sound just was not natural. It was followed by Mark’s,
“What the #@$*!!!” The rest of the club began showing up on
Friday and a total of 22 DFC members hit the lake with Friday being
the most productive day. I saw several new faces and one member
even stated that he had never caught this much fish in Arizona
before. 

Saturday Night, we had out Pot Luck and Mark, the DFC Chef
spent the evening cooking up some homemade pulled pork with a

variety of barbeque
sauces including a
white one that was
worth the drive to P
of P on for that alone.
There was also beans,
coleslaw that he pre-
pared, followed by a
dump cake made in a
Dutch oven with
some ice cream.
Every member con-
tributed to an excel-

lent pot luck dinner but like most outing, most of us over ate. As
with tradition, we sat around the camp fire at night, relaxing and
talking and just getting to know each other. These outings have
always been great for not only the fishing but also getting to know
the other members. Regardless of our professional or personal
backgrounds, what I’ve always enjoyed about fly fishing is that
we can all connect and be able communicate openly and share our
experiences. And unlike many other environments I find myself in
day to day activities, everyone is so helpful to one another and
willing to share what they have. 

Point of Pines has always been one of my most favorite out-
ings that I look forward to at the beginning of the year. We’ve
never had any problems and the biggest issue for most people is
trying to stay warm at night, with temperatures that often drop to
the 20s. There have been some reports of Mexican Gray wolves
being released near dry lake, so I wouldn’t advise anyone to wan-
der off alone but near the lake, the most dangerous animal we saw
were the glowing eyes reflected in Darin’s flashlight at night. On
closer inspection, it turned out to be a small herd of deer. 0

Point of Pines Outing    Article and Photos by David S. Hwang
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Ashurst Lake Outing, May 15-17th
Host Gary Cohen underwaterbird@gmail.com

602-380-6893
Fishing: Bring both your 8wt and your 4-5wt rods for both Pike and Trout.  You can fish for both in the same waters.  You can
wade however for full access to the lake bring your float tube or pontoon boat.  Fishing is always interesting especially in the
afternoon when the wind kicks up.
Flies: For Pike the Diamond hair minnow and the Clouser minnow were very popular last year.  For trout all the common flies
for high mountain lakes, like the wooly bugger (Black and Brown), semi seal leaches (brown and black) and nymph patterns.
Camping: We will be in the Ashurst lake campground.  Signs will mark location.  Spaces are $16 per campground/day with a
charge of $7/day for additional vehicles. Camping spots do not have any hook-ups.  For tent campers toilets are provided (out-
house style)
GPS Coord:
Boat Ramp: N35° 1' 16.0674", W-111° 24' 27.072"
Ashurst Campground: N35° 1’ 10.0914”, W-111° 24’ 31.068”
Forked Pine Campground: N35° 1' 21.72", W-111° 23' 51.756"
There are other campgrounds and water in the area for fishing.  Upper and Lower Lake Mary and Marshall Lake are just a cou-
ple.
Hotels are also available: 
Mormon Lake Lodge: http://foreverlodging.com/destination.cfm?PropertyKey=66
Mormon Lake District website on Coconino National Forest Site:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino/recreation/mormon_lake/index.shtml

I have been asked for the White
BBQ sauce I had at the Point of

Pines outing.  Here it is.
1- cup Mayonaise
1/2- cup White Distilled vinegar
2- Tablespoons Lemon Juice
1/2- teaspoon Salt
1/2- teaspoon Cracked Black
Pepper or more to taste
1- teaspoon White Sugar
1- tablespoon of prepared
Horseradish
Combine all ingredients in a bowl
and whisk.  Let sit for an hour or 
so for flavors to meld.

COOKIN” WITH MARK
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My job often has me traveling around the
U.S. Traveling isn’t as exciting as when I first start-
ed as so much of my time is spent driving to airports
in a rush to get checked in, then waiting for flights,
sitting in uncomfortable airline seats for hours and
then trying to adjust to time zones and still get work
done after red eye flights. It also means eating din-
ners alone or being in an unfamiliar location and

adjusting even to dif-
ferent cultures. But
seriously, like most of
you, I also look for fly
fishing activities and
try to network out with
other clubs whenever
the opportunity pre-
sents itself. 

So when I found
out I would be in N.W.
Maryland for a week, I
started researching and

contacting local clubs. On this trip, I was fortunate to
connect with Ray Gano and Bill Zinner of the

C r e e k s i d e
Anglers in West
Virginia. I was
invited to a fly
tying round table
on my free night
from work and
had a chance to
meet some really
wonderful peo-
ple. We met at a
deli/restaurant of

a local supermarket and set up to tie something called
a Chicago fly, presented by their club president, Brett
Billings.  (Please refer to http://www.creeksidean-
glers.org/item2.htm for more details or their March
Newsletter for the pattern recipe) It’s a very simple tie
and it was also the first time I worked with angora
mohair. Additionally, Bill Zinner quickly tied a loop
wing fly that was incredible to see tied up. Bill made it
look very easy. I’ve tried to duplicate it and it takes me
about 20 minutes to tie and I still can’t seem to get it
as nicely finished as Bill’s original fly that he gave me. 

There was a lot of experience and talent in their
group and they were all very inviting and helpful in
giving me local knowledge and where I could fish in
the local area while on a tight time table. On my last
day, I had a chance to drive through the old country
roads to fish both Beaver Creek and Antietam Creek,
near the Civil war battle site from the battle of
Antietam. Both waters were a bit high from rain but
they fished well. My best technique was to Czech
nymph with heavy flies and I caught several nice
rainbows. 

It was well worth
carrying my fly rod
on this trip and this
definitely makes me
want to always try
and contact local
groups about getting
together with them
and trying to find
information about
their local waters.

More than that, this gives me a chance to learn from
other groups and see what they are doing and I defi-

nitely will keep in touch with Bill, Brett, and Ray.
They were wonderful people to get to know and I
hope that my travels allow me to meet with them
again in the future. It really made this trip worth-
while for me from the norm of working late from my
hotel room. Over the years, even before I traveled
for work, I had the opportunity to do a lot of travels,
including some trips to Asia and Europe. Where ever
you travel, it is always best to try and contact locals
about where to go and what there is to do in their
home. For me, it’s always been about fly fishing but
the friendships you make really make the trip. I can
remember some of the fish I caught but I always
remember the people I’ve fished with and the friend-
ships I’ve made. 

FLY TYING ROUND TABLE WITH THE CREEKSIDE ANGLERS
Article & Photos by David S. Hwang

by Vince Deadmond
Puerto Penasco, Mexico (Rocky Point) usually handles large numbers of
American students for spring break.  This year, universities and TV stations
picked up on the increased violence that took place in Juarez, Nogales, and
Tijuana.  In warning students and travelers, they painted all of Mexico as a
dangerous place.  If you apply the same standards to the TV news, one
would conclude that Phoenix, Mesa, Chandler, Gilbert, and Apache Junction
were even a more dangerous place than Rocky Point, Mexico.

I am a frequent visitor to Rocky Point, and I have not seen evidence of
violence. People   that live in the Playa de Oro RV Park, where I camp, have
not seen or heard of violence in town or on the road to town.  This bam-
boozling cost Puerto Penasco 70% of it’s usual spring break income, and the
misinformation is still happening.

When we arrived in town things seemed as usual, but with fewer people
in the RV Park, the restaurants, and even in the streets.  We got a bite to eat
and the food and service were as good as usual and cheaper than we usual-
ly pay in the Valley.  After our meal  we got busy setting up fly rods, pon-
toon boats, and snacks for the next day.  We wanted to hit La Pinta (the sec-
ond estuary) at day light, so we could fish a favorable spot before the tide
made us work too hard.

We had made plans to keep fish for dinner that evening.  Sure enough the
Orange Mouth Corvina were waiting for us when we arrived.  Along with
the Orange Mouth we caught Cabrillia, Trigger, Bone Fish, and Pompano.
Bone Fish are a prized sport fish and people spend lots of money just to
catch one.  An even more prized sport fish is the Permit.  Dave Weaver
caught a Pacific Permit while fishing a productive Bone Fish spot.  The
Permit is an unusual fish for Rocky Point, no one in our circle of fishing
friends  had any idea that a Pacific Permit were within 1000 miles of Rocky
Point.  Now we have a new fish to pursue, and I’ll need to add some crab
patterns to my fly box.

I mentioned the fishing had been good, and when we finished cleaning,
we had three large zip lock bags of filets.  I stopped at the Sunset Cantina
and asked Oscar to fix our catch like he would at his house.  I told him we
would have six for dinner that evening, and that he and the crew could keep
the excess fish.  When we arrived they had prepared fish three different
ways.  A grilled chipolte, fried garlic lemon, and a buttery seasoned fish,
along with chips and salsa that are addictive, and tortillas.  Our group
enjoyed trying the different fresh fish, and the staff at the restaurant was glad
to take home fish.  As usual, our meal did not cost much, we had another
great evening out with friends and this is just typical of another fishing trip
to Mexico.

This fly fishing story was brought to you by Vince Deadmond the Fly
Fishing Hardware Guy.  More fish stories can be heard at Best Hardware
237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ or at 480 982 7461, or
vince@ajbest.com

FLY FISHING AS USUAL IN MEXICO



Desert Fly Casters

“Wind River” 
by Tom Morrisey 

2008 Bethany House
Publishers 

$13.99 Paper Back

May 2009 DFC Newsletter

Tyler Perkins has returned from Iraq and is
struggling with adjusting to life back home.
His wife worries about him and wishes for
him to communicate with the one person he
should feel free to do so with. Guilty of the
past, he receives a post card from an old
fishing buddy named Soren Andeman, a
local legend in Wyoming. He wants to go
fishing one last time for old time sakes.
Tyler did promise him a trip before leaving
for a career in the Marines. 

Soren is an 86 year old that is deter-
mined to not let age, life, or a hip replace-
ment get in his way of seeing his honey hole
one last time. They take a trip into the back
country of Wyoming that everyone thinks is
too tough for Soren, but are understanding
of his willpower. 

Their trip brings out a few ghosts from
each other’s pasts as well as a secret that
surprises everyone, or maybe not everyone.
An unsolved murder of a reservation girl
and the disappearance of the county ‘jerk’
are brought to the surface. Each struggle
with the meaning of Justice and find peace
in an unlikely or unwanted source that sur-
prises both of them. In the middle of all of
this nature has its own part to play in this
story as they race to safety. 

This is a wonderful story of two friends
that need each other unknowingly; One for
his physical strength and the other for their
spiritual strength. Oh, and there is quite a
bit of fishing involved. This is an easy read
as it keeps you engaged and wanting more.
Bill

BOOK REVIEW
by Bill Batchelor

On Monday, April 9,
Jerry Myers & Charlie
Rosser meet Bob
DeRosier, Chris Carlson
and Dave Forwood at
Phoenix International
Airport for the start of a
10 day trip that would
take us to Christmas
Island. The trip would
include 2 days to get there,
6 days of fly fishing and 2
days to get home.  Why
would a fly fisherman
spend 2 days flying to this
Island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean?  There
are only two things and they would be Bonefish, or
should I say BIG Bonefish and Trevally.

Christmas Island is world class, miles of coral
sand, glistening lagoons and coconut palms – what
seems like one of the smallest places on earth is
actually a geographical giant, the planet's largest
coral atoll.  It has an area of 248 square miles of
which 125 square miles is land and the remainder a
lagoon filled with flats that have some of the
biggest Bonefish in the world.  It is 1300 miles due
south of Honolulu, Hawaii or just about the same
distant north of Tahiti.  It is located 145 miles north
of the equator which makes for nice weather year
round.  Temperature at night in the 70’s and upper
80’s to 90 during the day with lots of sun and little
rain.

In order to go on a trip like this you need to be
outfitted properly, which for me meant I had to pur-
chase just about everything.  The first issue was fly
rods.  You need an 8 weight rod for Bonefish,
which by the way was the only item I had, and a 10
weight rod for Trevally.  Once you have the rods
you need reels with a really good drag system
loaded with backing and a good weight forward
floating line.  It is also good to take a backup line
since the flats are loaded with coral and fish have
been know to take you right into it and cut your
line.  Now that you have the rods, reels & lines you
will also need a good pair of flats wading boots and
wading socks (you will be walking on corral and in
coral sand), stripping gloves for when the BIG
Bones start ripping the line off your reel, flies,
leaders, tippet, a good pair of polarized sunglasses
(without these you will never see a fish), a hat for
the sun, and some good sunscreen.  And don’t for-
get your camera with lots of disc space or film and
extra batteries.

Our flies leaders
and tippet selection was
made by Bob DeRosier.
Bob is the owner of
Paradise Creek Anglers
Fly Shop in Pinetop, AZ
and has put several trips to
Christmas Island together.
I told him he was on the
spot and would be held
accountable if the flies did
not work.  He did not
seem worried and as it
turned out he knew exact-
ly what he was talking
about. 

For Bonefish flies we took a mixture of # 6 & 8
orange and pink Christmas Island Special’s, white
Crazy Charlie’s, pearl Gotcha’s and tan Clouser’s.
For Trevally flies we took 1/0 gray and tan Charlie
Air Head’s, 2/0 Big Eye Bait Fish, 2/0 yellow Big
Boy Poppers & 3/0 Major Mullet. 

Our Bonefish leaders were Rio Bonefish 10 ft
10 lb leaders and our tippet was Rio Fluoroflex 2x
& 0X (10 & 12 Lb).  We took a new leader for each
day.  Due to the coral your leader will get nicked
up every day so you will require a new one each
day.  Several of our guides did say they recom-
mend using 12 or 14 lb leaders & tippet as the fish
are not leader shy.  Just in case we got into some
really big Trevally, Jerry made the leaders to use
with our 10 wt rods.  When a big 40 to 70 lb
Trevally hits your fly you need a special leader to
take the initial shock of the strike.  The top section
of the leader was 4 feet of 65 lb mono. The center
section or class tippet was 2 feet long with a
Bimini Twist.  The double end of the Bimini was
cut, twisted and secured with a perfection loop.
The single end was also terminated in a perfection
loop.  The shock tippet was 80 lb material and
attached to the fly with a loop knot.  If that has you
confused, talk to Jerry.  He will show you how to
make this leader.

Once I had my fishing equipment it was time to
throw in a few clothes for the trip.  With the loca-
tion of the island all you need is light weight shirts
and pants. Make sure the clothes you take will pro-
tect you from the sun.  A light weight rain jacket is
good just in case it rains.  We did use ours in the
morning on the last day.  And yes you will need a
sun protective scarf or bandana to protect your
neck and face from the intense sun.  Now it’s time
to head to Christmas Island. 

Myers & Rosser Go Bone Fishing to Christmas Island
Part 1

...Myers/Rosser Chrstmas Island continued on back page
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May 16-17, 2009 
Ashurst Lake (Gary Cohen is host)

Jun 20-21, 2009 
Extravaganza (White Mountains)

July x-x, 2009 
Lee’s Ferry

Aug x-x, 2009 
Canyon Creek or San Diego

KEEPINTOUCH

...See you at the February 11, 2009

DFC meeting!

PLEASE NOTE: Your DFC Board is working on the above dates and destinations- as you
can see we are still working on details along with “hosts” to head up each outing. Yes, we need volunteers for this and
any help is always appreciated. We’ll stay in touch with you via this newsletter and our DFC web site. Any questions
please call and/or e-mail the following: Darin Taverna at: darizona7@hotmail.com. Bob Harrison at: 480-735-9743
or Mark Lucht at: 480-807-9060. This column will be updated as plans are formulated and final. Thank you.

On Monday we flew from Phoenix to Honolulu, Hawaii and stayed over night.  After a stroll on Waikiki beach, a
good dinner at Tony Roma’s and a good nights sleep we got up Tuesday and headed to our charter flight.  The flight
was to be 3 hours on a 737 jet but it had been cancelled and we were booked on a charter flight that would take 5
hours.  The plane was a  Gulfstream G1, see below.  This is a 1950 vintage twin engine turbo-prop plane with a
capacity of 19 passengers that has been updated with the latest electronics (at least that is what they told us).  Our
flight was full and a little cramped but for the experience of fishing Christmas Island it was well worth it.  Not only
was it cramped for passenger space but it was also cramped for luggage.  We had a checked baggage limit of 40 lbs.
The carry-on was not weighed but it had to sit on the floor in front of your seat.  There is not much room under the
small seat in front of you and there are no over head bins.  My checked bag and rods weighed in at 44 pounds.  When
I saw the weight on the scales I was worried I would have to move items from my luggage to the carry-on.  My carry-
on back pack was big & heavy already.  It was loaded with snacks, a big bottle of Crown Royal and lots of candy to
give to the kids on the island.  Thanks to Jerry with a checked baggage weight of 36 pounds I was told my check
bags were cleared for loading.

The plane did have ice, soda, water and sandwiches for the passengers.  Some of us used the soda and water to
have a few drinks on the way over.  That may be what made the cramped space a little more comfortable.
Next month in Part 2 we will arrive on Christmas Island, head to our lodge and start 6 full days of fly fish-
ing for Bonefish & Trevally.  The sad part was boarding the G1 for our flight back to Honolulu.  Everyone
asks how many and how big of Bonefish & Trevally did you catch?  Well, I can tell you I was not disap-
pointed.  Stay tuned for next month and find out. 

...Myers/Rosser Chrstmas Island continued 


